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Course Planning for grade 12 is the focus 
for today’s presentation.  

If you have any questions, please book an 
appointment with your counsellor.  

We may have a few minutes at the end 
to answer some questions as well.

This PowerPoint Presentation will be 
uploaded to our school website.



Grade 12 Course Planning 
Student Info Session



Today's Presentation:
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Graduation requirements and diplomas

What are the required courses for grade 12?

Where to get information to help choose courses?

Completing course selections on paper and in MyEd



Graduation Requirements 
and Diplomas
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Graduation Requirements
Students need:    80 CREDITS    +   3 Graduation Assessments Written 

      (4 if student is in French Immersion)

Students require a minimum of 80 credits (52 + 28) to graduate.  Students begin earning credits 
in Grade 10 → Courses are worth 4 credits each

Of these 80 credits for graduation: 

52 are required course credits (13 courses)  and

28 are elective course credits (7 courses or more)

For French Immersion Students, there are 64 required credits to allow for the French 
language courses and 16 elective credits (total 80 credits)

 
For all students (English and French programs), at least 16 credits (4 courses) must be at the 
Grade 12 level, including a required English Language Arts 12 and Career Life Connections 12

In addition to 80 credits, students must write Provincial Graduation Assessments:  Literacy 10, 
Numeracy 10, Literacy 12; French Imm. students write an additional assessment: Littératie 12



Required Courses
52 required course credits (13 courses):
1) Language Arts 10**
2) Language Arts 11 **
3) Language Arts 12**
4) Social Studies 10
5) A Social Studies 11 or 12**          
6) Science 10
7) A Science 11 or 12
8) A Mathematics 10 
9) A Mathematics 11 or 12
10)Physical and Health Education 10
11) A Fine Arts or Applied Design, Skills and Tech. 10, 11 or 12
12) Career Life Education 10 
13) Career Life Connections 12

French Immersion Program:  64 required course credits (16 courses):
13 courses above + 3  French language classes:  Français Langue Seconde 10, 11 and 12

** ONE of these courses needs to be an Indigenous-
Focused Course = English First Peoples or BC First 
Peoples (a Socials 12 course)



French Immersion/Dual Dogwood

• French Immersion students can earn both a BC Certificate of 
Graduation (Dogwood Diploma) and a Diplôme de fin 
d’études secondaires en Colombie-Britannique

• FI students have 12 more required credits (for their French 
courses) for a total of 64 required credits and so require 16 
elective credits (4 courses), for the same total of 80 required 
credits

• FI students write one additional graduation assessment for 
French: “Littératie 12”



For More Information…

The B.C. Certificate of Graduation or Dogwood Diploma:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation

The Dual Dogwood for French Immersion Students:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/ways-to-learn/french-
programs/requirements___double_dogwood_french_immersion.pdf 

Provincial Graduation Assessments:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-
12/support/curriculum-and-assessment/assessments/graduation
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Grade 12 Requirements



Grade 12 Required Courses are:
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English 12 (choose 1 of 2 courses)

Careers 12 (choose fully online or as a "hybrid course")

Any 2 other grade 12 courses  (french immersion students 
take FRAL-12 for one of these courses)

** But universities require 5-6 + grade 12 courses



Also required in grade 12: 
1-2 Graduation Assessments
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All students write The Literacy 12 Assessment

French Immersion students also write the "Litteratie 12" 
assessment (2 parts)

Families will be emailed details before the assessment ; 
assessments are written in November, January, April or June in 
the school library.



Course #1: 
English Studies 12 or English First Peoples 12
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English Studies 12 (4 credits) 

English First Peoples 12 (4 credits)         

** Creative Writing 12 (4 credits) does not meet the 
English 12 requirement, but can be taken as an elective 
course



Course #2:
Career Life Connections 12
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Students can choose to do this in 
one of 2 ways:
• Either fully online – students apply with 

online learning form

OR
• By taking the hybrid course through NWSS

• mostly online
• occasional class or teacher meetings to 

help keep students moving through the 
course and for special presentations or 
information

• Capstone project fair at end of course



Courses 3 and 4:
Grade 12 Elective (student-chosen) Courses
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Students choose 2 or more grade 12 courses:
• ACCORDING TO APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF 

PROGRAM THEY ARE APPLYING TO

• A COURSE THEY HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO TAKE YET

• TO GET SPECIAL TRAINING (IE: FOOD SAFE 
CERTIFICATE IN CULINARY ARTS OR WORK 
EXPERIENCE 12a)

• BECAUSE IT’S THE LAST CHANCE TO TAKE THIS COURSE 
FOR "FREE"!



Courses 5-8: for post-secondary, 
to catch-up, upgrade or personal interest

COMMONLY  MISSED GRAD REQUIREMENTS:

- PE10, CAREERS 10, 1 (ONE) ARTS OR ADST 10-12 COURSE

- AN INDIGENOUS COURSE (ENGLISH 10, 11 OR 12 = "EFP" OR BC FIRST PEOPLES 12)

- REQUIRED GRADE 10-12 COURSES THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN PASSED (SOCIALS 11 OR 12, 
SCIENCE 11 OR 12, MATH 11 OR 12)

- REQUIRED COURSES FOR A POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM

- REPEAT A COURSE THAT HAS A LOW MARK

- "LAST CHANCE" TO TAKE COURSES
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Example:
If you haven't done 

your Social Studies 11 
or 12 yet

Can be taken during the student’s 

Grade 11 or 12 year

❑ 20TH CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 12 

❑ ASIAN STUDIES 12  (1850 – PRESENT) 

❑ BC FIRST PEOPLES 12

❑ COMPARATIVE CULTURES 12 

❑ GENOCIDE STUDIES 12

❑ HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 12 

❑ LAW STUDIES 12 

❑ PHILOSOPHY 12

❑ PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 12

❑ POLITICAL STUDIES 12

❑ SOCIAL JUSTICE 12

❑ EXPLORATIONS IN SOCIAL STUDIES 11

❑ EXPLORATIONS SCIENCE HUMAINES 11

❑ JUSTICE SOCIALE 12

❑ LES PREMIERS PEUPLES 12  

20



Example, if you haven't taken
Mathematics 11 or 12 yet

Can be taken during the student’s Grade 11 or 12 year

❑ WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 11

❑ FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS 11    

❑ PRE-CALCULUS 11  

  

❑ FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS 12  

❑ APPRENTICESHIP MATHEMATICS 12

❑ PRE-CALCULUS 12  

❑ CALCULUS 12  

**IS THERE A SPECIFIC MATH NEEDED FOR THE PROGRAM BEING APPLIED TO?21



Example: 
Science 11 
or 12 if not 
yet done

Can be taken during 

the student’s Grade 

11 or 12 year

❑ CHEMISTRY 11

❑ CHEMISTRY 12

❑ EARTH SCIENCES 11

❑ LIFE SCIENCES 11     

❑ PHYSICS 11   

❑ PHYSICS 12   

❑ SCIENCE FOR CITIZENS 11        

❑ ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY 12 

❑ ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 12 

❑ GEOLOGY 12 
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Other 
Electives in 

ARTS 
courses
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Physical Education & Language Electives
PHYSICAL & HEALTH EDUCATION & LEADERSHIP                     MODERN LANGUAGES  **
       

ACTIVE LIVING 12                                                                             FRENCH 11 OR 12

FITNESS & CONDITIONING 12                                                             JAPANESE (INTRO. 11, GRADE 11 OR 12)

HOCKEY ACADEMY 12 (BY APPLICATION ONLY)                                      PUNJABI (INTRO. 11, GRADE 11 OR 12)

BASKETBALL SKILLS 12 (Z BLOCK)                                                        SPANISH (INTRO. 11, GRADE 11 OR 12)

VOLLEYBALL SKILLS 12 (Z BLOCK)                                                        KOREAN ((INTRO. 11, GRADE 11 OR 12)

FOOTBALL 12 (Z BLOCK)                                                                    **  UBC AND SFU REQUIRE A GRADE 11 SECOND LANGUAGE

LACROSSE 12 (Z BLOCK)                                                                     

LEADERSHIP 12                                                                               

- APPLICATION AND INTERVIEW REQUIRED
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Other 
Electives

in Business, 
Tech & Home 

Economics 
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What do you need to know 
to Choose your Courses?



Have you taken and passed all required courses? 
– see MyEd "Graduation Verification"
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See "Education Planner BC" to find required 
courses for post-secondary programs

WWW.EDUCATIONPLANNERBC.CA/
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Example of UBC Commerce Degree 
admission requirements:
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This is also the website to APPLY to 
post-secondary
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Not sure what you want to do?  “PATH” 
sorts Careers into 12 groupings
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Or check out Careers videos on the 
Work BC website
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Our Course 
Description 
Booklet is on our 
school website:
www.nwss.ca

- Dept. Tab

- Counselling Tab

- Course Selection

33

http://www.nwss.ca/


Things to consider during Course Selection
SPECIFIC POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM PRE-REQUISITES:
✓ Since the requirements are always changing, students must research the 

specific post-secondary institution websites

✓ Students must ensure that they meet the general university requirements 
AND program-specific requirements 

✓ The minimum requirements to graduate from secondary school may not get 
you into the university of your choice

CAREER GOALS 

LANGUAGE 11 REQUIREMENT FOR SOME POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS

MATH REQUIREMENTS – WORKPLACE, FOUNDATIONS, OR PRE-CAL?



If you have questions…

Speak to your subject teachers for more information and/or 
recommendations

Speak to your Counsellor and parents

Contact an academic advisor in the program or college / 
university you are intending to apply to



Course Selection Sheets are 
Due in Counselling on 

February 14th



Students will:

1 – complete course selection paper

2 – Choose courses on MyEd 

3 – confirm paper & online match

4 – tell us about after high school

5 – get parent signature

6– hand in CS Sheet by 
       February 14th





Take-Aways:

1. Get to know Education Planner BC now.

2. Choose your courses by next Wednesday, February 7th.

3. Finalize your choices and enter into MyEd by Friday, 
February 9th.  

4. Bring Sheet to counselling office any day up until 
Wednesday, February 14th.
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