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Graduation Dogwood Diploma
Students need:    80 CREDITS    +   3 Graduation Assessments Written 

(4 if student is in French Immersion)

Students require a minimum of 80 credits (52 + 28) to graduate.  Students begin earning credits 
in Grade 10 →Courses are worth 4 credits each

Of these 80 credits for graduation: 

52 are required course credits (13 courses)  and

28 are elective course credits (7 courses or more) 

For French Immersion Students, there are 64 required credits to allow for the French 
language courses and 16 elective credits (total 80 credits)

For all students (English and French programs), at least 16 credits (4 courses) must be at the 
Grade 12 level, including a required English Language Arts 12 and Career Life Connections 12

In addition to 80 credits, students must write Provincial Graduation Assessments:  Literacy 10, 
Numeracy 10, Literacy 12; French Imm. students write an additional assessment: Littératie 12



Graduation Dogwood Diploma
52 required course credits (13 courses):
1) Language Arts 10
2) Language Arts 11 
3) Language Arts 12
4) Social Studies 10
5) A Social Studies 11 or 12                    
6) Science 10
7) A Science 11 or 12
8) A Mathematics 10 
9) A Mathematics 11 or 12
10)Physical and Health Education 10
11) A Fine Arts or Applied Design, Skills and Tech. 10, 11 or 12
12) Career Life Education 10 
13) Career Life Connections 12
14) Indigenous Grad Requirement (10, 11 or 12)

French Immersion Program:  64 required course credits (16 courses):
These include courses from the above subject areas and Français Langue Seconde 10, 11 and 12





French Immersion/Dual Dogwood

• French Immersion students can earn both a BC Certificate of 
Graduation (Dogwood Diploma) and a Diplôme de fin 
d’études secondaires en Colombie-Britannique

• FI students have 12 more required credits (for their French 
courses) for a total of 64 required credits and so require 16 
elective credits (4 courses), for the same total of 80 required 
credits

• FI students write one additional graduation assessment for 
French, “Littératie 12”



For More Information…

The B.C. Certificate of Graduation or Dogwood Diploma:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation

The Dual Dogwood for French Immersion Students:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/ways-to-learn/french-
programs/requirements___double_dogwood_french_immersion.pdf

Provincial Graduation Assessments:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-
12/support/curriculum-and-assessment/assessments/graduation
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Our Course 
Description 

Booklet is on 
our school 

website:
www.nwss.ca

under 
“Students” 

Menu
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What if I need to repeat a 
Gr. 9 academic class?

~ MATH – FOUNDATIONS OF NUMERACY GR. 7 –9 (SUMMER SCHOOL)    OR 

REPEAT IN SEM 1 OF GR. 10

~ ENGLISH – FOUNDATIONS OF LITERACY GR. 7 –9 (SUMMER SCHOOL)  OR

REPEAT IN SEM 1 OF GR. 10

~ SOCIALS – REPEAT IN SEM 1 OF GR. 10 (CONSULT WITH YOUR COUNSELLOR)

~SCIENCE – REPEAT IN SEM 1 OF GR. 10 (CONSULT WITH YOUR COUNSELLOR)

WRITE A NOTE TO YOUR COUNSELLOR  (ON YOUR COURSE SELECTION SHEET) ABOUT 
YOUR PLANS TO REPEAT A GR. 9 ACADEMIC CLASS.



Course #1: 
English Studies 10 or English First Peoples 10
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❑Composition 10 and Literary Studies 10 (4 credits) 

❑Creative Writing 10 and Literary Studies 10 (4 credits)
❑New Media 10 and Literary Studies 10 (4 credits)   
❑English First Peoples Writing 10 and English First Peoples 

Literary Studies 10 (4 credits)

❑English First Peoples Spoken Language 10 and English First 

Peoples Literary Studies 10 (4 credits)  

❑English First Peoples 10 Honours



Course #2: Social Studies 10
❑ SOCIAL STUDIES 10

❑ SOCIAL STUDIES 10 HONOURS

❑ SCIENCES HUMAINES 10
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Course #3: Mathematics 10

❑ WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 10

❑ FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS AND PRE-CALCULUS 10 

❑ MATHEMATICS 10 HONOURS 
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Course #4: Science 10

❑ SCIENCE 10 (ENGLISH)

❑ SCIENCE 10 HONOURS (ENGLISH)

❑ SCIENCES 10 (FRENCH IMMERSION)
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Course #5: Physical Education 10
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❑PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 10
❑EDUCATION PHYSIQUE ET SANTE 10



Course # 6: Career Education 10
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Planning to Take a Course Online?

ONLINE REQUESTS – CIRCLE “ONLINE”

NEW WESTMINSTER VIRTUAL ONLINE – LIMITED ACADEMIC / ELECTIVE CHOICES

***STUDENTS WHO CHOOSE “ONLINE” ARE NOT AUTOMATICALLY REGISTERED
FOR “ONLINE” COURSES***

PLAN TO FILL OUT A REGISTRATION FORM IN LATE AUGUST

OR PAPER COPY IN EARLY SEPTEMBER





Preparing to Enter IB

Students are encouraged to write a note to their 
counsellor on their course selection sheet advising 
their counsellor of their plan to apply to IB.

Students remaining in Hockey Academy and / or 
French Immersion will need to work closely with their 
counsellor to ensure all  required courses are reflected 
in their schedule.



Course #7: An Arts 
Education 10 and/or
An Applied Design, 

Skills, and 
Technologies 10

(can be taken during the student’s 

Grade 10, 11 or 12 year)
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Course #7: An Arts 
Education 10 and/or
An Applied Design, 

Skills, and 
Technologies 10

(can be taken during the student’s 

Grade 10, 11 or 12 year)
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Course #8: Elective
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Technology/Trades & Apprenticeship 
BIG PICTURE!

TECHNOLOGY START
Grade 9

LEARN & WORK 10-12

TRAIN 
Plumbing Level 1

Carpentry Foundation
Professional Cook 1  
ITA Red Seal Trades

YOUTH EXPLORE 
TRADES SKILLS 12A

(Plumbing/Carpentry/Electrical)

CULINARY 10-12

YOUTH WORK 
COURSES

(paid work in a red 
seal trade WORK 
11A,11B,12A,12C)

EXPLORE & 
PREPARE 10-12

TECHNOLOGY COURSES
Apprenticeship Math 12
Woodwork 10-12
Furniture and Cabinetry 1
Metal Work 10-12
Machining and Welding
Drafting/Design 10-12

Electronics & Robotics 10
Robotics 11-12
Electronics 11-12
Engineering 11-12
Metal Art & Jewelry 10/12

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 9
EXPLORATION OF 4 AREAS

Woodworking 
Metalwork

Drafting
Electronics/Engineering/Robotics
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Electives Menu
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Things to consider during Course Selection

SPECIFIC POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM PRE-REQUISITES:
✓ Since the requirements are always changing, students must research 

the specific post-secondary institution websites

✓ Students must ensure that they meet the general university 
requirements AND program-specific requirements 

✓ The minimum requirements to graduate from secondary school may 
not get you into the university of your choice

CAREER GOALS 

LANGUAGE 11 REQUIREMENT FOR SOME POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS

MATH REQUIREMENTS – WORKPLACE, FOUNDATIONS, OR PRE-CAL



Electives, Z Blocks, PLAN A-B-C

ELECTIVES – ONLY CHOOSE 
COURSES YOU ARE PREPARED TO 
TAKE

Z BLOCKS – FULL YEAR 
COMMITMENT A FEW DAYS A WEEK 
(BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL)

PLAN A – B – C  (DEVELOP 
FLEXIBILITY)

INCLUDE NOTES TO YOUR 
COUNSELLOR
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Student’s Responsibility for Course Selection

Read the Course Description Booklet - which will be available on the school 
website

Choose your courses wisely

Consider your career and post-secondary plans

Have your course selection form signed by a parent/guardian, take a photo of it 
and enter your selections into MyEd BC

Your online course selections should match your paper course selections
Circling “online” courses does not mean a student is automatically registered 
for online.

Bring your form back to school and hand it in at the Counselling Office  (room 
1102)



Parents

✓ DISCUSS COURSES CHOSEN, REFER TO COURSE SELECTION BOOKLET 
(NWSS.CA-STUDENT TAB) IF NEEDED

✓ SIGN AND THEN PHOTOGRAPH THE COMPLETED COURSE SELECTION SHEET 
FOR YOUR RECORDS

✓ HAVE YOUR CHILD ENTER THEIR CHOSEN COURSES INTO MYED BC ONLINE
✓ THEIR ONLINE SELECTIONS SHOULD MATCH THEIR PAPER COURSE SELECTION 

SHEET

✓ REMIND YOUR CHILD TO RETURN THEIR SHEET TO  ROOM 1102 (COUNSELLING 
OFFICE) THE NEXT DAY



February 2024 Course Selection Online

Step 1: Read the Course Description Booklet available at www.nwss.ca

Step 2: Students attend Course Planning Information Session with their counsellor early 
February.  Exact dates and times for these sessions will be published at a later date.

Step 3: Students submit their “Course Request Paper Form” before March 10th .  Submit this to 
the Counselling Office.

Step 4: Students digitally input their course requests into MyEducation BC before March 10th .  
Step by step instructions will be provided.

Step 5: Once due date has passed, students will not be able to input their course requests into 
MyEducation BC.  Therefore, it is extremely important that students be proactive and do this 
before Spring Break

http://www.nwss.ca/




February 2024 Course Selection Online

Please note: You must complete this step to submit your 
course request

SUCCESS!!



If students have questions…

Speak to their subject teachers for more information and/or 
recommendations

Speak to their Counsellor

Speak to parents



Personal Success
JOIN AN EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUB.  

WE HAVE SO MANY CLUBS AT NWSS!  

JOIN ATHLETICS

JOIN PERFORMING ARTS

JOIN STUDENT LEADERSHIP

BE INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES
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