NEW WESTMINSTER SECONDARY SCHOOL

WEEKLY BULLETIN FOR MON, SEPT 27 – OCT 1, 2021

Upcoming Dates and Events
(Th

Date and Time

Location

Event

Mon, September 27th

NWSS

Non-instructional day

Thurs, September 30th

Reconciliation Day
School not in session

Hello NWSS students and parents!
The NWSS Peer Tutoring Club will be running in-person this
year. Students may drop by room 3001 on Tuesdays and/or
Fridays from 3:15-4:00 for additional academic support or to
study in a quiet space. All students are welcome! Can't make
it to a peer tutoring session but still would like get help
from a peer tutor? We have an MS Teams page where you can post your questions; the code is
"unkbaaz." For further inquiries, please contact our sponsor teacher, Ms. Johnston, at
bjohnston@sd40.bc.ca. See you there!
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Reconciliation Week (September 27 – October 1)
Orange Shirt Day (September 30)
1. Beyond the Orange Shirt Story Book Launch
Free Live Educational Event Monday, September 20th, 2021 at 11am PST
Classrooms, libraries and individuals are all welcome to join live. To pre-order Beyond the Orange Shirt
Story click the link:
https://medicinewheel.education/pages/btoss
Learn from Phyllis Webstad, founder of Orange Shirt Day, along with members of her family as they
share truths of their Residential School experiences through their new book, Beyond the Orange Shirt
Story.
Beyond the Orange Shirt Story is a unique collection of truths from six generations of Phyllis’s family that
gives readers an up-close look at what life was like before, during, and after their Residential School
experiences.
Recommended for ages 12+
Livestream will take place on this event, on our social media and at this link:
https://medicinewheel.education/pages/btoss

2.

Truth and Reconciliation Week Sept. 27-Oct. 1

REGISTER YOUR CLASS FOR EVERY CHILD MATTERS
Canada-Wide
An online event open to all Canadian schools
This year, we’re proud to announce that Every Child Matters is growing from a single day to a full week of Truth
and Reconciliation programming. Last year’s unprecedented online event was attended by over 500,000
students, teachers, and general public attendees. Together, we can build on the success of Every Child Matters
and continue the conversation on First Nations treaties, Métis and Inuit Land Claims, and the residential school
system.
When?
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Truth and Reconciliation Week will take place virtually the week of
September 27 through October 1, 2021.
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What can I expect?
The programming will feature short videos created by Indigenous storytellers, followed by conversations with
Elders, Knowledge Keepers, Survivors, and the children of Survivors of residential schools. The videos will be
supported with classroom activities for students. Throughout the week we’ll share artistic and cultural
performances by First Nations, Métis, and Inuit artists. There will also be a moving tribute to the Missing
Children that never returned home from the residential schools.
Tentative Program:
Day 1 - Land and Treaties
Day 2 - Languages and Culture
Day 3 - Truth and Reconciliation
Day 4 - Orange Shirt Day
Day 5 - Elder-Youth Knowledge Transfer
Some of our program contributors include Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (APTN), the National
Film Board, Canada’s History, CBC, Wapikoni Mobile, and the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba.
We hope you and your students will join us.
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/truth-and-reconciliation-week-tickets153491752965
Re-watch the 2020 event videos here: https://nctr.ca/education/every-child-matters/
https://www.canadashistory.ca/education/classroom-resources/truth-and-reconciliation-week-2021

3.

REEL Canada: National

Day for Truth & Reconciliation: September 30

Also known as Orange Shirt Day, the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is a newly named federal
holiday – and after the recent, and ongoing, uncovering of hundreds of unmarked graves at former
residential school sites, it’s more important now than ever to discuss the realities of Canada’s residential
school system. This is a day to honour all survivors of the residential school system, as well as those who did
not survive, and recognize the intergenerational trauma faced by Indigenous peoples in Canada. This day
offers the opportunity for reflection on difficult truths about this country and on how we can move forward
together in the best way possible. You can help start these conversations with any of these films:
Indian Horse — 101 min *
Nîpawistâmasowin: We Will Stand Up — 89 min
Our People Will Be Healed — 97 min
Rise: Urban Rez — 44 min
The Secret Path — 60 min
Short films:
Against the Grain (24 min), Christmas at Moose Factory (13 min), Savage (6 min), Shin-Chi’s Canoe (13 min),
When the Children Left (11 min)

*Indian Horse includes mature content which could be triggering for some students. Please review our
content advisory before ordering the film.
You can register online to gain remote access (usually for 7 days) for viewing and sharing films:
https://www.reelcanada.ca/screen-a-film-at-your-school/
Submitted by: Brenda Johnston on behalf of the NWSS Reconciliation Committee

Page 6 of 7

Page 7 of 7

