
EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE  
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME 

AT NEW WESTMINSTER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
 

What is IB? 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a two-year, advanced academic program.  It 
covers Grades 11 and 12, and ends with comprehensive exams in May of Grade 12.   
Other assessments can include psychology experiments, science 
labs, oral presentations, essays, projects, or portfolios of work 
(depending on the course).  The International Baccalaureate 
Programme curriculum is divided into six sections.  Students are 
required to study courses from all six corners of the IB hexagon.  
In addition, they must complete the centre section of the 
hexagon:  Theory of Knowledge, a 4,000 word extended essay, 
and Creativity, Action and Service.  Instead of a Group 6 course, 
a second Group 3 or 4 subject may be taken.  Each student must 
choose three subjects to study at the Higher Level (HL).  Each 
HL course entails an additional class (either after school or at 
lunch) in one grade.   

 

For example, English HL students study an extra 1.5 hours each Tuesday after school in Grade 11.  
To compensate for the extra hours of HL classes, all IB students are required to take a spare block in 
Grades 11 and 12.  They generally use this block to work on assignments or to study.  The 
International Baccalaureate Programme at New Westminster Secondary School offers the following 
course options for Grade 11 students (additional options may become available later): 
 

Group Courses 

1 – Language A1 English HL, English SL 

2 – Language B French HL, French SL 

3 – Individual & Societies History of Europe HL & SL, Psychology HL & SL 

4 – Experimental 
Sciences 

Biology HL & SL, Chemistry HL & SL, Physics HL & SL 

5 – Mathematics Mathematics HL, Mathematics SL  

6 – Arts & Electives TBA 

  
Some university faculties require students to have all three sciences complete to the Grade 11 level 
for admission.  Students who wish to attend these universities generally take one science (often 
physics) in summer school before Grade 11, and the other two sciences in their IB Diplomas.  Their 
results have generally been excellent. 
 
Who should be in IB? 
The International Baccalaureate Programme is a programme for academically motivated students. 
Student motivation is absolutely necessary in this programme.  We don’t require students to be “the 
smartest kid in class,” but we do require them to be willing thinkers and workers.  While parental 
support is vital, students who are not interested in being in the program for their own reasons have not 
been successful in the past. 
 
Why should I take IB? 
 Academic challenge 
 Well-rounded, broad education 
 Small cohort class stays together 
 Internationally recognized Diploma 
 Improved chances at university admission 
 Theory of Knowledge 
 Up to one full year of university transfer credit 
 Greater likelihood of scholarships 
 
Are there FEES for the IB Programme? 

Yes.  The major fee, payable in Grades 11 and 12, covers the cost of student exams.  The 
smaller fee, payable each year, covers the cost of the programme’s required membership in 
International Baccalaureate World Schools.  Please note that these fees will be adjusted 
annually to reflect fluctuations in the Canada/United States dollar exchange rate and the fees 
charged by International Baccalaureate. 
 
Grade 9 $75 membership fee in IB World Schools  
Grade 10 $75 membership fee in IB World Schools 
Grade 11 $75 membership fee in IB World Schools + $600 exam fee deposit 
Grade 12 $75 membership fee in IB World Schools + $700 exam fee balance (approx.) 
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What’s the catch? 
 More work 
 Harder work 
 Mandatory 4,000 word research paper in Grades 11 and 12 
 No electives 
 No band in senior years (except possibly jazz band) 
 
What is NWSS Pre-IB? 
In order to prepare students for the demands of the IB Programme, NWSS runs a Pre-IB Programme 
for students in Grades 9 and 10.  This programme will accelerate and enrich studies, so students are 
prepared for the rigorous Grade 11 and 12 years. 
 
What will I take? 
All NWSS Pre-IB students are required to enroll in the full program of study.  Their timetables in 
Grades 9 and 10 will most likely look like this. 
 

 

English 9 Honours Socials 9  Math 9 Honours French 9 Honours 

Research in Motion 9 Science 9  Physical Education 9 Elective  
(if in Fr. Imm. it will be  
Sciences Humaines 10) 

 

 

English 10 Honours Socials 10 Honours Math 10 Honours French 10 Honours 

Science 10 Honours Planning 10 Physical Education 10 Elective 
 

At the end of each year, student placements in the NWSS Pre-IB and IB programs are reviewed. 
 
How do I get in? 
We run entrance testing for prospective NWSS Pre-IB students on: 
   February 2, 2019 (Saturday) for NWSS Pre-IB Grade 9. 
   May 15, 2019 (Wednesday) for NWSS Pre-IB Grade 10 and IB Grade 11. 
 
To write the test, you must first submit your application package, including two teacher references*, to 
Mrs. Chris Walton, IB Secretary at NWSS, by: 
  January 28, 2019 (Monday) for NWSS Pre-IB Grade 9 
  April 18, 2019 (Thursday) for NWSS Pre-IB Grade 10 and IB Grade 11  
 

*Applicants should provide two teacher references from their current teachers.  One reference should 
come from a Science or Math teacher, and the other should come from an English, Social Studies or 
French teacher.   
 
Our entrance test is composed of a variety of sections: 

 A written test in mathematical and scientific problem solving 
 An essay (similar to school-wide writes) 
 A French comprehension test 
 A creative/critical thinking test 
 A poem analysis question 

You will need pens, pencils, an eraser, and a snack and drink (no calculators). 
 
I want to know more… 
An IB information session for parents and students entering Grade 9 in September 2019 will take 
place on Monday, January 14, 2019, 6:30 p.m., in the NWSS Library.  New Grade 10 and 11 students 
(and parents) are welcome to attend. 
 
If you require further information, please contact Mrs. Chris Walton, IB Secretary, at: 
cwalton@sd40.bc.ca or 604-517-6210. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


